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Willard Espy, at home in Oysterville,
where he was born and where he spent
his summers, working on many of his books.
Iffustration by Ear{ Thollander.

Launched in 1998, the Willard R. Espy Literary Foundation is a
non-profit organization based in Oysterville, Washington, and

dedicated ro advancing and encouraging the literary and linguistic

arts. Serving the needs of emerging as well as established writers,
the Foundation's core programs include the Writers Residency
Program, The Willard R. Espy Literary Award, programs for
secondary school students on Washington's Long Beach Peninsula,
and the Willard R. Espy Library in Oysterville. The Foundation
has been named for Oysterville native Willard R. Espy, a
wordsmith and menoirist whose prolific career celebrated
language, word (play, light verse, and what Henry James once
called the “visitable past”: the events in the history of a time and
place that can be recovered and preserved by the reach of a long
memory and a gifted imagination.
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“A Perfect and Unforgettable
Place to Write”

In October, four writers traveled to Washington's Long
Beach Peninsula for Espy Foundation residencies. This
marked an exciting expansion of the program from the
standard three residencies per month, responding to an
increase in applications of outstanding quality. By
chance, it was also the perfect way to embark on the 5th
anniversary year of the Writers Residency Program,
which began in October of 1999. This month of
residencies was notable for the special sense of
fellowship and community among the four writers, which
brought forth experimentation and fresh perspectives.

The expansion was made possible by Foundation trustee
Cynthia Hayward, who graciously offered the use of her
retreat, known locally as the Sanctuary, to accommodate
two of the October residents. Like the nearby cottages in
Oysterville, it proved to be a place where writers are
inspired to create at a level never before experienced.

“The quiet, historic setting of Oysterville offers an
environment of solitude surrounded by the beauty of
nature, which makes writing here a unique and
productive experience,” wrote Bellingham, Washington
writer Anita Boyle, Using her residency to develop the
two main themes of her first collection of poetry, she
found that “Two weeks into the residency I'd already
written more poems than | might have in an entire year.
...This is a perfect and unforgettable place to write.”

Joining her at the Sanctuary was San Francisco writer
Sarah Steinberg, who worked on a novel, and completed
a long short story. “I have also found myself writing
some verse, influenced by sharing this excellent
residency with a poet.” She described the experience as
“exceptional, superb, tremendous.”

Livia Kent, of Takoma Park, Maryland, “was able to
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